Women and illicit drugs: sexuality and crack cocaine.
As part of a larger, federally funded study, the purpose of this preliminary, descriptive study was to describe the sexual feelings and sexual functioning of women who used large amounts of crack cocaine. A structured interview with questions pertaining to the effect of crack use on sexual feelings and sexual function was conducted with 100 African-American women who either were in treatment for crack abuse or were currently using the drug. The data did not support the commonly held notions that crack is an aphrodisiac for women and that crack makes women want sex. Furthermore, the women in this study had a higher level of sexual dysfunction than was found in a previous study of women who used alcohol. More research on the sexual experiences of women who use illicit drugs such as crack is needed if practitioners are to base their interventions on women's realities, not on stereotypes.